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THESIS: Eldership of the local church must be male, plural, and shepherd-like.

· INTRODUCTION: This series will look at eldership, deaconship, and membership as necessary parts of the local church body for health and godliness. 
· Eldership. There is no “pastor” in Scripture. Instead, the leaders categorized as “elders” come from three Greek words; 
· Presbuteros. Greek for “elder/older.” A person with dignity, experience, maturity, and wisdom. 
· OT examples of general eldership; Ex. 19:7-8; Deut. 21:18-21. Examples of NT Eldership; Matt. 21:23; Titus 1:5;
· Episcopos. The second word used mostly in the GNT is the word “overseer.” This word is used sparingly in the OT, and is almost synonymous with “manager, supervisor.” 
· Usage in the OT: Gen. 39:4-5; 2nd Chron. 2:17-18; Neh. 11:22-24. NT usage: 1st Timothy 3:1-3.
· Poimenas, or “shepherds.” While this term isn’t used explicitly as a noun in description of the leaders of a church, it is used oftentimes as a verb. 
· OT examples of shepherd leaders: 2nd Sam. 7:7; 1st Chron. 11:1-2. NT usage; Eph. 4:11; 1st Peter 5:2-4.
