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THESIS: Those whom God expects to lead His people must do so with submission and joy. 

EXEGESIS: Matthew 21:33-40 (see also Mark 12:1, and Luke 20:9)
· This is a parable, and must be interpreted as a generalized illustration of a specific point. 
· The Master. The Greek word here is oiko-despotas, literally a “house-ruler.” Someone who is in chief rule over a household, typically the male leader over wife, children, slaves, etc. 
· “He grew a vineyard.” The Greek word is phuteo, meaning “to grow, implant.” It will take at minimum, two years, but more commonly three, before these grapes were grown enough to be used. 
· “Built a tower.” A vineyard tower was commonly used for defense and management of the property. This would be massive investment for the owner. Isaiah 5:1-2.
· This comes from the Hebrew word migdalah. Gen. 11:4-5; 2nd Kings 18:7; Psalm 61:2-3.
· God builds a garden, a people, a church, and He fully expects to harvest the fruits of it for Himself.
· “He sent slaves.” The Greek word here is doulos. This is a rich Master, who has many slaves, and He uses them as necessary to accomplish His goals.
· “They will respect My Son.” God continues to show grace, and finally, even by sending the most important Person imaginable, to deal with these.
· INTERPRETATION: So therefore we have a clear layout of this parable:
· God the Father is the Owner of the Vineyard. 
· God the Father invests incredible effort and time into His vineyard.
· Israel/Church make up the Vineyard. Israelites, and the church, are His harvest. 
· The “fruits” are the due glory, service, and honor the Lord deserves from us. 
· The “slaves” are the prophets whom God sends to Israel.
· The “landowners” are those whom God has entrusted His vineyard to; Pharisees or others.
· Application: A number of people are held accountable by this parable:
· Eldership Responsibility: God expects a faithful “caretaking” of the flock of God.
· Pastoral Responsibility: Certainly many “religious leaders” fit this bill even today. 
· Jewish Responsibility: Israel was responsible for being the light to the nations, God will “strip” their role from them, and give it to “others.”
· Personal Responsibility: Ultimately this does also reflect the seriousness of rejecting Jesus and His lordship over us in all our lives.


CONCLUSION: 
· Those in authority over God’s people are required to be faithful servants for His harvest. 
· [bookmark: _FOOTER_SECTION_][bookmark: _FOOTER_SECTION__Copy_1]Those who reject the authority and ownership of Christ will be rightly destroyed. 
