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THESIS: The authority of Christ to act and to save transcends any other authority that exists.


EXEGESIS: Matthew 21:23-27 (see also Mark 11:27-33, Luke 20:1-8)
· “As He was teaching.” Thus Matthew tells us, Jesus was already about His business here.
· “Who gave you this authority?” They are fully aware that there’s only one right answer to this question; God given authority. They just want Him to say it.
· “Authority.” The Greek word exsousia, meaning “power, right, liberty of choice.”
· “The baptism of John.” John the Baptist’s ministry was baptism. His teaching came from showing people their need from repentance, turning from sin, and being made clean again.
· To admit John’s divine authority is to admit Jesus is Christ, and they were in rebellion against God.
· John’s authority was given by God, and so is the authority of Jesus. Col. 1:15-18, 1st Cor. 15:24-28.
· The issue of authority is real principle. In the Western world of rights and equality, we must remember, all actions and functions are given by God with authority.
· The church has authority to “bind and loose” its members from fellowship. Matt. 18:18.
· Every Christian has the authority teach the truth of the Gospel to others. Matt. 28:18-20.

CONCLUSION:
· Submit to the authority of Jesus, in church, evangelism, family, and work.
· “Authorities” who reject the truth of Christ are not sources of truth, life, or joy.
