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THESIS: God answers the personal prayers and requests of His people, even seeming impossible and outrageous ones.

EXEGESIS: Matthew 21:18-19 (see also Mark 11:22-24)
· There are several other examples of Mark and Matthew being at odds with their timelines of when or how Jesus did certain things. Unfortunately there is no easy answer for this. 
· “Immediately.” Almost every other usage of this Greek word in the GNT relates to miracles that happened instantly. Luke 4:39, Acts 5:10, Luke 22:60.
· Either this conversation did happen twice over two mornings, or Mark is the more precise timeline. 
· What purpose does He have in cursing this tree?
· Jesus hungered for forty days, suffered much tiredness, and made food appear instantly for five thousand people. Why then would Jesus be angry over breakfast? It’s entirely out of His character.
· He already knows there’s no figs on this tree. A number of questions could be raise here about the hypo-static union of Christ; how much is man, and how much is God?
· Mark 11:13 tells us that the figs were “not in season.” Fig trees grow leaves when producing fruit, and at Passover time, would be very early in their first harvest. 
· “Withered.” This tree lost all leaves, flowering, and dried up entirely, instantaneously. 
· Jesus shows them He is prepared to use His power on this tree for personal reasons, so they will understand just how serious their Father is about answering prayers in faith. 
· Allusions throughout Scripture to human beings, followers of God, or even Israel being a tree are many in number. Psalm 1:3, Luke 13:6-9.
· The Curse Itself: The Greek wording here is worth noting. 
· Emphatic “no.” We have a double negative here in Greek, ou mae, meaning, “Absolutely not/never under any circumstances.” It is designed to be repetitious to show how serious this is.
· “Unto the age.” Remember that the Greek language doesn’t really have a word for “forever,” or “endless time,” or “eternity.” This description is singular, but still final. 

· CONCLUSION: 
· Jesus demonstrates the hypocrisy of legalism and condemns it among all men. 
· Jesus shows the Father’s willingness to hear the requests of believing saints.
