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THESIS: The repentant enter the Kingdom. The self-righteous do not.

EXEGESIS: Matthew 21:31b-32
· “Truly I say unto you.” This is added for emphasis, for extreme attention, but also here added for extreme contrast or irony. It’s emphasized because it is a surprising, opposite statement. 
· “Tax collectors.” The Greek word is telonas, meaning a “money gatherer/farmer.” 
· Kingdom of God: The theology of the kingdom is clear enough also; a “kingdom” that is being rebuilt and restored back to its original state, where man was in total harmony with God.
· Entry into the Kingdom of God happens at the moment of repentance and faith. The Kingdom is now. The church is the Kingdom here and now.
· These are the first sons of the parable. We are the first sons of the parable, if we have truly repented of our rebellious, sinful lives. And there is joy in knowing we have entered the Kingdom!
· “For John came to you in the way of righteousness.” This is fascinating because it is another method of stating the Gospel. John came, and his message was the “way of righteousness.” Matthew 3:1-2.
· This is the key to faith. You believe that what John is saying is true; there’s a Kingdom, and you are not currently in it, and you need to be. That requires faith to believe that statement as fact. Heb. 11:1-3.
· “You did not afterward change your minds.” These Pharisees then saw and watched the change in these sinners. And even after watching all of it happen with their own eyes, they were unmoved. 
· Application: What does this mean for us? Why should Jesus’ warnings and condemnations be relevant to us today? For a few simple reasons already hinted at; 
· We must be wary to avoid this mindset among ourselves. 
· We must be wary of the “conventional religion” Christianity. 
· We must seek the mindset of John the Baptist’s message. James 4:4-10.

CONCLUSION: The repentant enter the Kingdom. The self-righteous do not.
