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THESIS: God grants the prayers of people who ask, with faith, in the power, and willingness, of God, to grant requests that bring joy, the Kingdom, and grace. 

THESIS 2: God does not grant prayers that bring the opposite of joy, His Kingdom, His glory, or His grace, to mankind. 

EXEGESIS: Matthew 21:20-22 (see also Mark 11:22-25)
· “Wither.” The Greek word is very simple, to dry up and die for lack of water or moisture. Matt. 13:5-6, Mark 3:1.
·  “How?” The Greek particle here is an interrogative. We are still dealing with disciples who don’t know how this could be done.
· “Truly I say unto you.” Note immediately, Jesus’ statement of emphasis here. We see the Greek word amen, meaning, “yes, truly, absolutely.” This is noted for emphasis. 
· “Have faith.” The Greek word is pistos, meaning “faith, trust.” Thayer’s says “conviction of the truth of anything, belief.”
· “Have no doubt.” The Greek word here is diakrino, which is a compound word from “to judge,” and “to look through, between.” A. T. Robertson; “To be divided in mind, to waver, to doubt, the opposite of "faith" (πιστιν), trust, confidence.” 1st Cor. 14:29, Acts 15:8-9, Jude 21-23.
· Clearly God commands us to pray and expect even impossible things to be granted! Mark 11:22-25, Matt. 7:7-11, Phil. 4:4-7, James 4:1-3. 
· Examples of prayers that were not granted: 2nd Sam. 12:19-23, 2nd Cor. 12:7-9. 
· All requests that bring about His glory, our eternal joy, and His Kingdom are answered positively. James 5:13-18.

CONCLUSION:
· Let us pray to a God who answers prayers for His children’s joy. 
