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THESIS: Zeal for the House of the Lord is a godly attribute that we need to have.

EXEGESIS: Matthew 21:12-13 (see also Mark 11:15-17, Luke 19:45-46, John 2:13-17)
· Temple History: The original temple was built by Solomon, circa 950 B.C., and stood in Jerusalem under God’s command. Herod’s temple (also called the 2nd Temple) was massively modified. 
· “To cast out.” The Greek verb here is ek-ballo. Abbot-Smith’s Lexicon: “to drive, cast or send out, to expel: Act 27:38; Mat. 15:17; Mark 12:8; of expulsion from the Church, 3 Jn. 1:10.”
· The very statement that Jesus “entered into the temple” is a bit of a paradox. Jesus is God. God is in His house now. God does not dwell in temples of stone or gold. Acts. 17:25-26.
· “The ones selling/trading, buying/redeeming.” The Greek word poleontas, is “to barter/sell,” in a day when fixed prices are rare, and most merchants haggle constantly for prices.
· The word agorazontas,or “buying,” would be anyone who either was wealthy enough to purchase on the spot at high prices, or didn’t have the right currency. This would be a lot of people. 
· “Coin-dealer.” The verb, “to cast out, remove forcibly,” applies to the sellers, the buyers, and to the ones called kollubistas, for literally “coin-dealers.” Only used 3 times, in the same event passages. 
· “The sellers of pigeons.” Pigeons are the most common cheap sacrifice in the OT Law, and used extensively in burnt and sin offerings. Lev. 1:14-17, Lev. 5:7.
· Why would Jesus do this? Two similar reasons exist: 
· Zeal for the House of the Lord.
· Purity for the House of the Lord. 
