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THESIS: We need more zeal for prayer, communion, and relationship with a holy God.

EXEGESIS: Matthew 21:12-13 (see also Mark 11:15-17, Luke 19:45-46, John 2:13-17)
·  Jesus uses two sections of Scripture to show the state of A, then the state of B. This is an obvious point of contrast. 
· Is. 56:6-8; wherein the point is the universal call of God to all men to worship in His house. 
· Jer. 7:1-15; wherein the ultimate purpose of the temple is inevitably abused by sinful men. 
· Logic: Jesus cannot be objecting to making money in itself. Surely He expects all of us to go out, take care of our families, provide for our well being, and our children, etc. 
· “…In the temple.” Of course there’s sin all around Jesus and everywhere. But this sin is in the place where people should focus upon the Lord.
· This is serious to Jesus, and it should be to us. This is found in John’s Gospel account, where Jesus is reported to have done this based on the Psalmic quote. John 2:13-17; Psalm 69:9.
· “Zeal.” What does this word mean? The Greek noun here is zaelos, for wooden translation, “heat.” 2nd Cor. 11:2, 2nd Cor. 7:10-11; Heb. 10:26-27.
· We are now the “temple” of the Lord, rather than a stone building. 1st Cor. 3:16-17, Eph. 2:13-22.
· Therefore we derive three major points from this text; 
· We must be zealous for commitment to prayer, communion, and focus upon the Lord. 
· We must be zealous for other church members’ prayer, communion, etc. 
· We must be zealous for the church as a whole to be focused upon Jesus and the Gospel.
· The only way you will obtain that zeal, is through gratitude to the Gospel. Psalm 33:1-7.

CONCLUSION:
· We need to be zealous to protect, and preserve, our personal selves, and our community, to focus upon prayer, Christ, and His Word.
· This zeal should matter more to us than commerce, than prices, than greed or money.
