LINCOLN COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
SERMON OUTLINE 
September 24th, 2023
Matthew 21:14-17
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

THESIS: The glory of God can be seen and testified by the smallest children who witness it. 

EXEGESIS: Matthew 21:14-17
· “Blind and Lame.” There’s some scholarship that argue that these types of people were generally not allowed to be considered given full standing Jewish people. Lev. 21:16-23; 2nd Sam. 5:6-8. 
· Based on this, we have some evidence that these people wouldn’t be allowed into the temple, but it’s not enough to justify building a doctrine of this Scripture on.
· “But when the chief priests and the scribes saw the wonderful things that he did,” The rage of the priests and scribes comes not just from the children, but from their witnessing this healing happen.
· “‘Hosanna to the Son of David!’” We know this was the cry they had already heard all day or all morning. This word again, o’sanna, a an Aramaic word to mean, “save us/help us, please!”
· “They are indignant/distressed.” We looked at this word when the ten disciples are upset at the previous two in Matt. 20:24.
· “‘Out of the mouth of infants and nursing babies you have prepared praise’?” This is clearly rhetorical in response. This is a quote from Psalm 8:2. 
· Textual Problem: The original word found in the old Hebrew scrolls is indeed “strength.” However, the LXX, later, translated Psalm 8 with the Greek words ainon, meaning, “to praise, extol.” 
· When Jesus or an inspired author quotes an outside source and treats it like Scripture, it is Scripture. We don’t want to get lost in applying human logic alone to Scripture.
· With the simple understanding that even the smallest children realize; that God is good, He is majestic, all creation makes this clear, and He deserves our praise. 
· He deserves it because He saved us. He deserves it even if He didn’t save us. He deserves it because He is the creator. And His creation alone testifies to how infinitely genius and great His glory and power is.  

· CONCLUSION:
· Let us emulate even the smallest children who praise God.
· Let us look to His power and His glory, and realize He is worthy of all praise. 
