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1st Timothy 3:1-7, Selected Passages
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

THESIS: Eldership must be voluntary, faithful in marriage, and hospitable in works.

· Related Works: See also Benjamin Keach (1640-1704) Glory of the True Church, Nehemiah Coxe (d. 1688), Biblical Elders and Deacons, John Owen (1616-1683), Worship and Order in the Church, John Owen (1616-1683), Church Discipline.
· Words used to describe a “pastor” in Scripture; 
· Elder: Someone who maintains respect, dignity, and wisdom as an elderly person should. 
· Overseer: Someone who manages or carries out an assigned task faithfully.
· Shepherd: Someone who takes care of, feeds, protects, and is accountable for sheep.
· Preface: 1st Timothy 1:1-4 tells us that in spite of Paul’s warning in Acts 20, problems arose at Ephesus enough that prompted Paul to dispatch and leave Timothy to address, one of them being eldership.
· EXEGESIS: 1st Timothy 3:1-17 (see also Titus 1:6-9, 1st Peter 5:1-3)
· See below table on page 2 for list of eldership qualifications. 
· “Desires to be an overseer.” This first word is actually better understood as “to desire, to long after,” followed of course by a fairly familiar Greek word epi-thumia, meaning “to long for or want.”
· You’ll also note it’s the first requirement in 1st Peter 5, “not compulsory, but eager.” 
· A man must genuinely desire and want to be an elder. 
· “Husband of one wife.” We could interpret this a number of ways, but literally in the Greek a “one-woman man” is described. This assumes maleness, and it assumes faithfulness to a single spouse in marriage.
· Seeking to add onto it additional qualifications such as “non-divorced, married,” etc., are not supported in the text itself, and must be understood in light of God’s larger view of marriage. 
· “Temperate,” From the Greek word nephalos, meaning “sober,” or “serious.” 1st Thess. 5:6-8. 
· Elders should be people who can be serious and sensible about serious business.
· “Prudent.” From the Greek word sophron, meaning “sound-minded, moderate.” Titus 2:11-12.
· In short, elders should be rational, moderate people. 
· “Respectable.”  The very title “elder” implies someone who is dignified, trustworthy, and has character and reputation that is held in high esteem.
· “Hospitable.” This in the Greek is philo-xenon, literally “fond of strangers/guests/travelers.” This means to love guests, strangers, travelers, neighbors, etc. 1st Pet. 4:8-10; Rom. 12:13; Heb. 13:2.
· Hospitality to strangers, and to fellow believers, isn’t just a matter of southern charm or cultural nicety; it’s an actual Christian virtue. 1st Tim. 5:9-10, Lev. 19:33-34.

CONCLUSION:
· Elders of churches are expected to demonstrate these qualities in their lives. 
· Elders of churches should desire to qualify with these, and shepherd well.






TABLE OF ELDERSHIP QUALIFICATIONS 

	1st Tim. 3:1-7
	Titus 1:6-9
	1st Peter 5:1-3

	1. Above reproach
	1. Above reproach
	1. Not compulsory 

	2. Husband of one wife
	2. Husband of one wife
	2. Not for sordid gain, eagerly

	3. Temperate
	3. Having children who believe
	3. Nor yet as lording it over

	4. Prudent
	4. Not self-willed
	

	5. Respectable
	5. Not quick-tempered
	

	6. Hospitable
	6. Not addicted to wine
	

	7. Able to teach
	7. Not pugnacious
	

	8. Not addicted to wine
	8. Not fond of sordid gain
	

	9. Not pugnacious
	9. Hospitable
	

	10. Gentle
	10. Lover of what is good
	

	11. Uncontentious
	11. Sensible
	

	12. Free from love of money
	12. Just
	

	13. Manages his household well
	13. Devout
	

	14. Not a new convert
	14. Self-controlled
	

	15. Good reputation outside the church 
	15. Holds fast to the Word, both to exhort and also refute
	



