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THESIS: Eldership of the local church must be male, plural, and shepherd-like.

· INTRODUCTION: This series will look at eldership, deaconship, and membership as necessary parts of the local church body for health and godliness. 
· Eldership. There is no “pastor” in Scripture. Instead, the leaders categorized as “elders” come from three Greek words; 
· Presbuteros. Greek for “elder/older.” A person with dignity, experience, maturity, and wisdom. 
· OT examples of general eldership; Ex. 19:7-8, Deut. 21:18-21. Examples of NT Eldership; Matt. 21:23, Titus 1:5;
· Episcopos. The second word used mostly in the GNT is the word “overseer.” This word is used sparingly in the OT, and is almost synonymous with “manager, supervisor.” 
· Usage in the OT: Gen. 39:4-5, 2nd Chron. 2:17-18, Neh. 11:22-24. NT usage: 1st Timothy 3:1-3.
· Poimenas, or “shepherds.” While this term isn’t used explicitly as a noun in description of the leaders of a church, it is used oftentimes as a verb. 
· OT examples of shepherd leaders: 2nd Sam. 7:7; 1st Chr. 11:1-2. NT usage; Eph. 4:11, 1st Peter 5:2-4.
1. Scripture expects men who are faithful overseers, caring shepherds, and respectable elders to be in charge of the churches of Christ. 
2. Scripture has always presented a picture of plural, male, eldership. 
· It is critical that elders of churches be male. Females serve critical roles in the church, but not in teaching or preaching. 1st Tim. 2:8-14, 1st Cor. 14:33-35.
· The status of a single “pastor” or overseer who rules over the rest is nowhere found in Scripture. A plurality of leaders is necessary for health and balance. Titus 1:5, James 5:14, 1st Tim. 4:14.
· EXEGESIS: Acts 20:28-31. Paul has an important message of the Ephesian elders that we relays to them in two major points; A) The innocence of his personal ministry before death, and B) The necessity of elders keeping careful watch over their flocks. 
· It is the business and purpose of elders to shepherd their flocks by paying close attention to their needs, welfare, and ongoing sanctification in the faith. 
· It is the business and purpose of elders to watch themselves, and each other, carefully for any failing in this matter. 1st Cor. 12:21-26.

CONCLUSION:
· Elders are shepherds, overseers, and should be respectable/experienced, faithful in managing tasks assigned, and able to “shepherd” with care and wisdom. 
· Elders are presented as male, and plural throughout Scripture. 
· Elders have a responsibility to pay attention to themselves, the sheep, and wolves.
