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THESIS: The greatest commandment is both perfect and unobtainable for sinners.

EXEGESIS: Matthew 22:34-36 (see also Luke 10:25-28, Mark 12:28-34)
· “A lawyer.” This Greek word nomikos, meaning “one who deals in/specializes in the Law,” is hardly not the modern-day private prosecutor, but  a scribe who specializes in the Law of Moses.
· “Which is the greatest commandment of the Law?” The Greek word is actually entola, meaning “command, order,” but also can mean simply “precept, writing, idea.”
· God created no distinctions between moral, legal, and ceremonial laws in the OT. But as shown here, and elsewhere, some were heavier. Matt. 23:23.
· Luke’s account tells us that at least some of the lawyers and/or scribes knew of this law and believed it to be the greatest for obvious reasons. Luke 10:25-28.
· This quotation was unexpected, but it was known even among the lawyers. Deut. 6:4-8.
· “Love.” Hebrew word ahav, Greek word agape. These both equate to the same general definition; to place great value, importance, and love upon.
·  “with all your heart.” It is not enough to assent to God, or to bow to Him. The love which you have for Him should be the very core and center of your being. 
· “With all your soul.” The “soul” typically refers more to the fact that a person is eternal, and lasts much longer than his body. But both certainly act, think, and make decisions, and have emotions. 
· “With all your mind.” The word for “mind” (noita) in Greek here is the thinking, reasoning part of man. This includes your reason and faculty for understanding and knowledge. 
· “With all your might.” This is the original Deuteronomy reading, as well as in Luke and Mark. This means loving God through literal, physically seen actions. 
· Three things we can determine from this command;
· It is perfect.
· It is unobtainable for sinners.
· The love of God is something required of us. 

CONCLUSION:
· The command to love God totally and perfectly is what we hope to obtain one day.
· It is unobtainable for sinners without the direct power of Jesus Christ.
