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THESIS: Both “great” commandments summarize all the Law and the work of Jesus.

EXEGESIS: Matthew 22:38-40 (see also Luke 10:25-28, Mark 12:28-34)
· “This is the first and greatest commandment.” For obvious reasons, we’re not talking about first chronologically, but first in importance and necessity.
· “Upon these two commands hang all the Law and the Prophets.” The Hebrews divided their OT into three types of writings, the Torah (T), the Nevim (N), and the Ketuvim (K), meaning the Law, the Writings, and the Prophets.
· “Hang.” It means quite literally to hang, and is used almost exclusively to refer to hanging someone. Someone or something is being held up by something else.
· Law is designed to convict, not to enforce. Sure, you can enforce some of it, but know that in doing so, you will eventually end up in the despair of impossibility. James 2:8-13.
· “And the second is like it; you shall love your neighbor as yourself.” This Jesus volunteers without being prompted or questioned, meaning that He is seeking to communicate specifically.
· This is a quote from Leviticus 19:17-18.
· “Neighbor.” Without getting into Greek or Hebrew roots here, it should be clear enough from the many contexts it is used that it effectively means anyone and everyone, all mankind to a degree.
APPLICATION: 
· You are required to show love to all men similar to the love you show for God.
· This love is secondary to God in priority, but similar in nature and action. James 2:8-9.
· This love is built upon the love which you should have for God. 
· The entire OT is built upon the premise of us living these standards. Hebrews 8:13, Romans 13:8-10.
· These two standards are impossible to accomplish outside of Jesus Christ.
· Any “law” not founded on these two principles devolves into legalism. 

CONCLUSION:
· Seek to love God and man with totality and holiness.
· Know that only through Jesus’ blood and the Holy Spirit will you be able to do this. 
