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THESIS: The parable of the Wedding Feast calls us to obey God’s commands.

EXEGESIS: Matthew 22:8-10
· Hermeneutics:
· Parables are metaphorical for a reason. They are designed to tell specific points, not be literal.
· This is the last of a set of three parables, all aimed at Pharisees and their hypocrisy. 
· Verse 14 is key for interpreting this passage.
· Cross-Reference: While Luke 14:15-24 is extremely similar, it is not the same event. 
· “The wedding is prepared.” The verb is “to prepare, build, complete” a project. All that was necessary for it’s preparation is now complete and it can begin.
· “The ones having been called.” Same participle we looked at last week here. The subject being those who were previously called to someone or something. 
· “Are not worthy.” This is interesting because the word here is axios, not necessarily righteous, or good, but worthy. They had no inherent merit in being there. 
· “Go to the intersections/gates.” This Greek word is dia-exodus, which has several meanings outside Scripture. It broadly means any “beginning/end” of a road, either at city gates, major intersections, etc.
· “And whomever you find, call to the wedding.” The point of going to the gates and crossroads is there’s no telling who all would be there. The point of this call is that it is indiscriminate.
· “Both evil and good.” Some of the guests would indeed “fit the mold,” and be “expected” to be there. But some others would not fit the mold, and be totally outside of the expectations of guests.
· “And the wedding was filled with guests.” This Greek word for “guests,” is anakeimai, which more literally means, “to recline/sit,” presumably at a table. These people aren’t standing, they are eating. 
· Thus a few quick principles we can draw from this passage of the parable;
· The slaves are those who again issue the call of repentance and the Gospel to all men. 
· The call is the call to obey the King, honor the Son, and bend the knee to Christ. 
· The guests are any and all, Gentile, Jew, unexpected, poor, etc., who heed the call. Matthew 5:3.
· The Gospel is knowing we are beggars by the roadside that got invited to the feast. Acts 2:37-39.

CONCLUSION:
· Heed the call of the King and join Him at the wedding feast. 
· Be joyful to know you are invited by the King to be there.
