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THESIS: It is critical that we be clothed in the righteousness of Christ.

EXEGESIS: Matthew 22:11-13 (see also Proverbs 9:1-18, Romans 3:9-18)
· Hermeneutics:
· Parables are metaphorical for a reason. They are designed to tell specific points, not be literal.
· This is the last of a set of three parables, all aimed at Pharisees and their hypocrisy. 
· Verse 14 is key for interpreting this passage.
· Cross-Reference: While Luke 14:15-24 is extremely similar, it is not the same event. 
· “Entered to look/perceive.” It’s worth noting this is not the usual Greek word for “look/see.” It is actually a more in-depth rendering of “to study closely, perceive.” 
· “Those reclining.” The word for guests here is literally “those who are sitting/lying by the table.” In ancient times, one would often either sit, or in many cases lay on a couch by the table, while eating.
· “Not being clothed in a wedding garment.” This Greek rendering is pretty exact. That is the only thing we know about this man, besides his reaction to a question.
· “Friend.” This is meant to be a very simple response, and non-aggressive manner. The King isn’t initially hostile with this man and seeks to make him a friend. Matt. 20:13, Matt. 26:50.
· “But the man was silent.” This is key to understanding the parable. The man offers zero explanation or reason. The Greek word is literally “to be muzzled/unable to speak.” Romans 3:19-20.
· The doctrine of Hell outside of the marriage supper is described as follows; 
· “The outer darkness.” A place separated from God and God’s goodness, where sinners justly suffer for their rebellion and disobedience to the King. 
· “Darkness.” This isn’t just some reference to physical blindness in the dark, but a total lack of vision, perception, seeing, or understanding.
· “Weeping.” This tells us clearly this is a place of sorrow, defeat, and lostness. One of the most horrific realizations about Lake of Fire is that there is no escape. No hope, and no chance of return. 
· “Gnashing of teeth.” This implies to us frustration, anger, hatred, and rage. All of these are characteristics of Satan and his minions, and will certainly be characteristics of his children.
· Application: 
· The Pharisees have to wear the righteousness of Christ to enter the feast. 
· We must be clothed in Jesus’ righteousness to enter the feast. 
· Be warned that those inside the “feast” may be impostors. 
· Praise God He has made a way to be clothed in His righteousness! Is. 61:10-11. 

CONCLUSION:
· Make sure you are clothed in the righteousness of Jesus on Judgment Day. 
