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Acts 6:1-7, 1st Timothy 3:8-13
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

THESIS: Deacons and their wives should make possible the specific work of elders.

EXEGESIS: 1st Timothy 3:8-13
· “Dignified,” This is not just a favor contest or likability; this is report of good character. Exactly like their husbands; they are held to the same standard of morality as their spouse. 
· “Not slanderers.” The Greek word here is diabolos, the same word used for “devil.” This is because the devil is the ultimate slanderer. Col. 3:5-10.
· “Sober-minded.” This word in Greek means just that, “sensible, sober, serious.” It’s used of elders in 1st Timothy 3:2, and of older men in Titus 2:2.
· “Faithful in all things.” This woman should generally speaking be faithful to her husband, to her home, to the Word of God, and to the ministry of the church alongside her husband. 
· “Managing their…households well.” This again solidifies the concept of a male-only deaconship. 
· It also states that deacons who cannot manage their houses in godliness, order, and welfare, are unlikely to do the same for the church.
· “Step/stand themselves well.” The Greek word here is bathos, literally a “step, placement.” They are positioned or placed well, in honor and respect of the church and heavenly glory. 
· “And great boldness/confidence in the faith of Jesus Christ.” Nothing will make you more reliant upon Jesus than serving. If you’d like to grow in faith, find ways to minister.
· Questions: A few clarifications need to be made at this point;
· What does a deacon do? Anything at all that elders need done.
· Is every member then a deacon? No. There can be wide and varied purposes within the church, that are distinct from people set aside by the elders to lighten their load.
· For this to be true, we must acknowledge two principles;
· Leadership is male. For obvious reasons, whatever ministry women do within the church should be subject to male leadership and direction. 
· Distinctions are made between elders and deacons work. Without this, purposes for either office disappear, become muddy, and make pointless either one’s distinction within Scripture.

CONCLUSION: Membership is necessary so these offices can function well within the church. Heb. 13:17. 
