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THESIS: Elders must be shown honor, but also carefully examined, and rebuked if sinful.

EXEGESIS: 1st Timothy 5:17-25
· 1st Timothy 3:8-13 describes deacons, but for now note three major points:  
1. They are not required to teach. They can, but this is not a hard requirement. T
2. Deacons have their wives’ character as necessary requirements.
3. They require testing to assure the members of their qualifications. 
· This applies to elders as well. Elders and deacons should be tested.
· The word for “test” here is dokimazo, meaning “to examine, prove, verify.” Used in the imperative voice here. Rom. 12:2; 1st Cor. 11:28; 1st Cor. 16:3; 1st John 4:1.
· “A pillar and buttress of the truth.” This is an excellent description of the local church. It should hold up the truth. It should reinforce and hold fast to the truth.
· “Laying on of hands.” (1st Tim. 4:14) This practice is something seen in elders as a sign of affirmation and attestation to the work of God in an individual.
· “Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of honor.” When God appoints men in these positions, such men should be honored and respected by the members of a church. 
· “Two or three witnesses.” 

CONCLUSION: 
· 







TABLE OF ELDERSHIP QUALIFICATIONS 

	1st Tim. 3:1-7
	Titus 1:6-9
	1st Peter 5:1-3

	1. Above reproach
	1. Above reproach
	1. Not compulsory

	2. Husband of one wife
	2. Husband of one wife
	2. Not for sordid gain, eagerly

	3. Temperate
	3. Having children who believe
	3. Nor yet as lording it over

	4. Prudent
	4. Not self-willed
	

	5. Respectable
	5. Not quick-tempered
	

	6. Hospitable
	6. Not addicted to wine
	

	7. Able to teach
	7. Not pugnacious
	

	8. Not addicted to wine
	8. Not fond of sordid gain
	

	9. Not pugnacious
	9. Hospitable
	

	10. Gentle
	10. Lover of what is good
	

	11. Uncontentious
	11. Sensible
	

	12. Free from love of money
	12. Just
	

	13. Manages his household well
	13. Devout
	

	14. Not a new convert
	14. Self-controlled
	

	15. Good reputation outside the church
	15. Holds fast to the Word, both to exhort and also refute
	



