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THESIS: Take comfort and joy knowing God ordains all things for His glory and praise.

EXEGESIS: Matthew 22:14
· “Many are called.” It is critical to understanding this verse. God does indeed call all men to repentance and faith in Jesus Christ. They have no excuse to reject Him. 
· “Few are Chosen.” This Greek word means “to be called out, from.” You have been chosen in respect to someone else, or from a larger pool. 
· This word is used extensively across the GNT, as we saw last week, typically translated “the elect,” or “the chosen.” Matt. 24:24, Luke 18:7, Rom. 8:33, Titus 1:1, 1st Peter 2:9.
· Depravity: The message of the OT is one of  total depravity. Man can be given 1500 years of revelation, Laws, prophets, Kings, oracles, miracles, etc., and still totally reject Him outright.
· Sub-Thesis: God saves whom He chooses, and condemns whom He chooses, completely aside from any merit that man can have. You don’t earn or make your own wedding garment. Romans 9:6-13.
· Objection: It seems unfair of God to condemn one, and save the other, who have done nothing whatsoever either good or evil to merit it. 
· Solution: This implies A) A thorough knowledge of universal creation of sentient beings, and B) A thorough knowledge of absolute right and wrong, neither of which we possess.
· This forces us to realize that all things revolve around the glory of God. Rev. 4:8-11.
· The predestination of God’s will and the outcome of our lives, and all events, is totally for the glory of God. It greatly and massively benefits us simultaneously. Romans 8:28.
· The fact that you are one of the “chosen” of God is due entirely to His choice of you, and not to any merit, any faith, or any ability you had or will have. Romans 9:14-16. 
· Wayne Grudem tells us three things about the predestined will of God described in the NT; 
1. As a comfort. 
2. As a reason to praise Him.
3. As an encouragement to evangelism.
