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RECAP:  Last week, we looked at these two difficult verses about John the Baptist. He is placed at a juncture
in biblical history wherein specific things are told about his life and mission. 

THESIS: John the Baptist fulfills Malachi’s prophesy of Elijah.

EXEGESIS: Matthew 11:13-15 (see also Luke 16:16)

 “All prophets.” This statement is pretty straightforward. There is a universal modifier here, all 
prophets, ever, all of them throughout history. 

 “And the Law.” This phrase is also obvious. The Law, Greek word “nomos,” is used in the singular, 
nominative sense here. We’re talking about the one and only Law, the Mosiac Law. 

 “prophesied.” This is the noun form for prophet, simply turned verb; “to prophesy, speak divinely, 
speak on God’s behalf, etc.” This is key for understanding the entire OT as for this purpose.

 “…He is Elijah.” This is a clear reference to Malachi 4:5-6.

 John the Baptist also appears the same as Elijah as seen in 2nd Kings 1:5-8.

 Objection: Was John literally reincarnate Elijah? It seems unlikely because of his response to the 
questioning Pharisees in John 1:19-23. 

 Objection: What if Malachi 4 is referring to Revelation, and the Last Days? While the “Two 
Witnesses” are described in Revelation 11:1-14, their names are not given.

◦ Many scholars and church fathers have since assumed they are Enoch and Elijah, but we can’t 
prove that. Regardless, however, of eschatology, we know Elijah is referenced here as John. 

 Objection: What if Malachi’s ‘Day of the Lord’ is the Last Days, not Christ? Both the coming of 
Christ, and the second coming, could be both referring to as “terrible,” if if you are unrepentant! 

 “He who has an ear.” Christ clearly wants to hammer home a warning about rejecting the seriousness 
of John’s coming, and consequently, His own coming. 

CONCLUSION:

◦ We need to take time to carefully understand the prophetic work of the OT.

◦ We need to realize that John the Baptist is the spiritual successor of Elijah.


