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THESIS: It is better for a man to die a miserable death than to actively cause believers to sin on their path.

EXEGESIS: Matthew 18:6 (see also Mark 9:36-37, Luke 17:1-4)
·  “Little ones who believe in me.” Adults or children, we are speaking of those who are believers in Christ. 
· “Sin/stumble.” Woodenly translated as, “set a snare/trap.” It has an idea of either enticing someone into a trap, or putting a block in someone’s way to trip them up. 
· “It would be better.” A Greek comparison verb that means, “it would be preferable/more advantageous.” Jesus doesn’t desire the drowning of this person; He is saying this is honestly the best move.
· “A great millstone.” The Greek words here are literally “a donkey stone.” In ancient times grain is ground out with millstones for flour, as you know. Matt. 24:41.
· But larger farmers, and of course, most anyone who grew large fields of grain, found it better to build a massive stone grinding machine.
· “Dropped into depth the sea.” The literal Greek text doesn’t say, “cast into a lake,” but specifically, “the sea,” the deepest lake, and moreso, into the depths of the sea. It is highly descriptive.
· Death is preferable to causing harm to believers into sin or unholiness.  
· What should we do about this? We can derive a few principles; 
· For ourselves. As believers we must carefully check our own actions and words so as not to cause sin.
· For fellow believers. We should kindly warn others with compassion of the consequences of sin! 
· For unbelievers outside the faith. We should stand against, and have pity for, those who trap believers.
· Positive: Understand this not only as a dire warning to disciples; but also as a statement of love for the family of Christ. 
 CONCLUSION:
· Be warned of the consequences of bringing sin into the lives of believers. 
· Warn [with pity!] those that do, that dire consequences await people who erode faith and righteousness. 
