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Matthew 18:8-9
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

THESIS: Take sin seriously and zealously so as to drastically remove it from life. 

EXEGESIS: Matthew 18:8-9 (see also Matt 5:29, Mark 9:47)
· “To cut off,” is from the Greek verb “kopto,” meaning, “chop,” like a log or a piece of wood. It indicates a visceral violence. 
· “kalon,” This means simply, “it is good/right.” In other words, Jesus says, “it is good to enter heaven maimed,” rather than X.
· This is not spoken into a vacuum, it is only unreasonable when we don’t understand what it is we are preventing, and the nature of righteousness we are obtaining. Romans 3:10-18, James 3:5, James 1:13-15.
· THESIS: Take sin seriously and zealously so as to drastically remove it from life. 
· So should we mutilate ourselves to stop sinning? Cutting off body parts will not stop or change the sinful heart. This is hardly the behavior of the New Testament church, also. 
· Does it mean those who do not cut off limbs are going to Hell? Not only does this seem at odds with the sovereign ordained will of God, but it implies that maybe if you don’t keep sinning, you won’t go to Hell, and thus promote a kind of legalism.
· What then should be done about it? 
· It will involve radical sacrifice in many cases.
· It involves “cutting off” anything in your life that gives access to sin. 
· It involves a full reliance and daily submission to Christ and the Gospel. 

CONCLUSION:
· Be zealous in the prevention and cutting out of sinful temptations in your life. 
· Pray for the Holy Spirit, the conviction of conscience and the Gospel to motivate us. 
