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THESIS: It is a command in Scripture to seek reconciliation as much as humanly possible between brothers and sisters in Christ.

EXEGESIS: Matthew 18:15
· Matthew 18:15-20 is often considered the standard church discipline passage that seeks to address an unrepentant sinner in the congregation of the believers in Christ.
· This practice of church discipline breaks down into three major categories:
· The personal step; the retrieval of a brother. 
· The empirical step; establishment of sin, or lack thereof. 
· The ecclesiastical step; the well-being of the church and the unrepentant sinner.
· “Brother.” The Greek adelphos is the noun. Disciples are not enemies, and that still applies when they sin against you.
· “Go and show/convince.” It is not simply the word for speaking in the GNT, but a Greek verb elegco, meaning moreso to expose, reprove, or admonish. John 3:20, Luke 3:19-20, 1st Cor. 14:24.
· Jesus commands us to go to our brothers who sin against you, and reconcile first.
· “You and him alone.” Note that this is done privately first. The first goal is not establishing exact fault or even pronouncing judgment; right now the goal is simply getting your brother back!
· If someone sins against you, attempt to quietly reconcile with them first for the purpose of restoring the broken relationship and your family in Christ. 
· “If he listens, you have gained your brother.” This clearly lines up with the goal of the lost sheep. If we believe we are a body, we should desire this reconciliation! For Christ, if for nothing else!
· The goal of church discipline starts with two individuals; one of which is a sinner, and one of which desires the well-being and restoration of the relationship and the other to Christ. 
· Application: How do we apply this now? 
· If someone sins against you; 
· Take time to be assured it is in fact an objective, unrepentant sin.
· Be reminded that your goal is the well-being of this sinner, just as it is with Christ.
· Address the sin in a firm, but loving way.
· If you sin against another; 
· Make immediate efforts to apologize, clearly and without excuse.
· Make restoration inasmuch as it is possible. 

CONCLUSION: 
· Seek reconciliation between brothers/sisters in Christ inasmuch as it is possible for you.
· Be prepared to forgive and show patience to redeemed sinners as yourself. 
· Be prepared to be open to humility and repentance if objective, unrepentant sin is proven in yourself.
